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Welcome to another school year at Peachtree Ridge!  This is our seventeenth year and it will look much 
different as all of our students will be engaged in Digital Learning.  While engaging in school through 
digital learning is unique, our faculty and staff are committed to every student, in every class, every day.  
We recognize that your student’s experience with digital learning in the spring didn’t always meet our 
standard of excellence.  Throughout the summer, we have continued to improve our structure, process, 
expectations, and practices, and I’m confident these improvements will help us meet the academic, as 
well as the social and emotional needs of our students.  We are excited about the opportunity to welcome 
over 3300 students this year and dedicated to meeting the needs of your student!

The Standard of Excellence

Peachtree Ridge High School will continue to leverage a block schedule during the 2020-2021 school year.  
Our school hours have been modified and slightly pushed back as school starts at 7:30 AM and ends at 
2:30 PM.  

Our block schedule allows our students and teachers more instructional time in class while reducing the 
number of classes for each student.  While students will not have to sit at their computer all day, every 
day, they should expect to participate daily in each class for 30 – 90 minutes.  

We will continue to have students attend our weekly advisement period, PRIDE every Tuesday.  We will 
refer to our Friday’s as ROAR which stands for Rigorous Opportunities and Review.  On ROAR days, 
students will still attend each of their classes digitally with no new content being introduced or 
assessments being administered.  During ROAR, students will have the opportunity to continue learning 
and reviewing previously taught curriculum, while also providing remediation, acceleration, and 
intervention opportunities.  Classes will be shorter on ROAR days as teachers will have allotted time to 
collaborate while planning and developing high quality, engaging digital lessons.

Please see below for our schedules:

Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday Schedule

Tuesday PRIDE Schedule

Friday ROAR Schedule

1st Block Second Block Third Block Lunch Break Fourth Block
Time 7:30 am - 9:00 am 9:10 am - 10:40 am 10:50 am - 12:20 pm 12:20 pm - 12:50 pm 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
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Device and Technology Check-Out
• During digital learning students will need individual access to devices, preferably a computer or 

Chromebook.
• Peachtree Ridge has a limited number of Chromebooks available for checkout.  If you need assistance 

with providing a Chromebook to your student please complete the following form: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J9MTHN2

• We will begin checking out technology to students before school starts in early August, so please 
watch out for a follow-up email with more information.   

• If you have any questions, please email Jennifer Fero at Jennifer.Fero@gcpsk12.org

Frequently Asked Questions
1. What will digital learning look like in the Fall of 2020? – The district and Peachtree Ridge are 

incorporating the parent and student feedback from spring digital learning and applying those lessons 
to our plans. Teachers will be providing both live (synchronous) and recorded (asynchronous) lessons 
along with independent work.  This means that students will be required to participate in digital 
instruction beginning at 7:30 AM each day. Students should plan to both follow the schedule with their 
teachers (synchronous learning), and also complete activities and assignments (asynchronous 
learning) on their own time to meet assignment deadlines.

2. How will grades be calculated?  - All digital courses will have the same grading policies and practices 
as they would if they were attending school in the building. Each week, there will be some graded 
assignments that will be included in the gradebook. The grading will NOT be like last spring.

3. Will attendance be taken during digital learning classes? - Yes, attendance will be taken every day.
4. Is the student code of conduct still in effect for remote students? - The student discipline code of 

conduct is still applicable for students during digital learning.
5. Does that mean students will be expected to be in front of a computer for six-plus hours a day? - It 

is not likely that students would be online in live classes the entire school day. However, since teachers 
will be at their schools during school hours it is safe to assume most digital instruction will occur 
during that time. Based on feedback from the spring, we are encouraging teachers to conduct more 
live (synchronous) lessons. Platforms such as Zoom, Google Meet, and Microsoft Teams may be used 
for these sessions. Other assignments may include other recorded videos are independent work, 
which can be done any time during the day. We believe the use of a variety of instructional methods 
will be best for students. However, teachers will not be expected to continue instruction after hours. 

What can students and parent expect from Peachtree Ridge Digital Learning?
As we plan forward for the start of the year, parents and students can expect the following learning 
experiences during Fall semester:

• Teachers will use synchronous (Live) and asynchronous (Recorded) teaching.
• All students will engage in project and problem based learning both in groups and independently. 
• Students will have to regularly solve problems, present solutions, and write extensively. 
• Teachers will be available afterschool for additional support from 2:30 pm – 3:15 pm by 

appointment. 
• Students that do not actively participate in their learning risk academic failure.
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